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Dear Members

A Happy New Year to you all. 

We hope you enjoy our July-December 2016 newsletter with reports of most of HDAG’s recent
activities and a big thank you to all those who have written pieces, especially the new members. 

We also mention some future events that are planned. Dates to put in the diary are:
24 January: Gold and Garnets  – a talk by Judie English
25 February: A dayschool with Simon Stevens
22 April: A guided tour of the Darent Valley, Kent

A brief update on local Planning 
The HDAG Planning Committee continues to monitor planning issues within the Horsham District since
West Sussex County Council ceased providing archaeological advice in 2015. In the past six months
HDAG has held an HER event (see article by Elizabeth Rice), participated in a consultation with HDC
on archaeological requirements for planning applications and corresponded again with local Parish
Councils about the issues and how they can help. Several have since contacted HDAG to seek advice
and guidance. HDAG has also had a meeting with Horsham District Council’s Conservation 
Officer and a member of the HDC planning team, and discussed areas of mutual assistance with regard
to archaeological matters in planning. If any members would be interested in helping with planning
monitoring, or are concerned that an archaeological feature not yet recorded may be affected by a plan-
ning application now or in the future, please let HDAG know.

If you have any queries or wish to attend any of the events please email 
horshamarch@hotmail.co.uk or telephone Jennie on 01403 731695. We also welcome your
feedback and ideas for talks or activities, so do get in touch with us.

Best wishes from the HDAG Committee 

HDAG members admiring the view from one of the Bronze Age barrows on Combe Hill as
County Archaeologist Greg Chuter talks about Eastbourne’s many archaeological sites

1



In July, HDAG organised a trip to see a site that has been excavated over the
past few seasons by Surrey-based archaeology volunteers. David Bird, former
Surrey County Archaeologist, provided very interesting background to the
site and the surrounding landscape. He explained that in 1876 gardeners
had discovered a Roman building; excavations in 1877 uncovered six rooms
including one with a coarse tessellated floor.  It was not until a tree, uprooted
in the storm of 1987, exposed the corner of a stone-built room, together
with painted wall-plaster and fine tesserae, that further work was carried
out. Three years of excavation in 1995-7 found a large late-Roman building,
but not the position of the 1870s work.

The site became a Scheduled Ancient Monument but with many questions
unanswered, English Heritage gave permission for five more years of 
excavation. A possible courtyard villa of more than one phase was discov-
ered. Further geophysics led to the discovery of a lime kiln, confirmed as
being Roman by carbon dating of charcoal. 

David pointed out the site's quite unique surviving entrance, as well as
Roman field system, and an area of high disturbance on a knoll above the
villa, which is where they have been excavating for the past two years. 

We went up the hill to the site to meet Emma Corke, site director of the
field excavations, who showed us round the area. There were at least two
phases of Iron Age enclosures, with storage pits for grain (one being over
2m deep) as well as cremation deposits. 

This year, three pits had been excavated and within them were the bones
of calves, buried with legs crossed and heads bent back along their spine.
The bones of one suggested it was about three months old, while those of 
another about six months, and the third one about nine months. They formed
a semicircle and it was speculated that perhaps there might be another pit
to form a circle, under the spoil heap – a dig for next year perhaps!

There were many Roman and transitional features overlaying the earlier
Iron age use of the site. The aim of the 2016 dig was to throw light on the
relationship between the two periods and to get a better idea of the layout
and phasing of the enclosures. 

A large quantity of burnt carrstone was also found in the ditches and pits,
the source of which is being
investigated. The geology of
the site was sand, quite 
different to that of our
beloved Wealden clay and
the features showed up well
in moist conditions. 

These excavations will
continue in 2017.

Cocks Farm, Abinger, Surrey
Saturday 9th July

by Joan Francis

One of the pits 
containing  the bones
of a young cow 

24 January: Gold and Garnets – a talk by
Judie English, 7pm Southwater Parish 
Chamber, Beeson House
The jewellery and weaponry of the Anglo-
Saxon period is well known from the finds
at Mound 1 at Sutton Hoo and the Stafford-
shire Hoard. However, the dates of these
sites, and that at Prittlewell, fall within a 
period of intense change, notably in religion
and in the development of kingship and
statehood. This talk will examine the inter-
pretation of the finds and their archaeologi-
cal context in aiding our understanding of
cultural change.

25 February – A dayschool with 
Simon Stevens, 10am–4pm, Easteds
Barn, Southwater
Simon Stevens, Senior Archaeologist with 
Archaeology South-East, will cover the 
Archaeology of Death and Commemora-
tion. The study of human remains can 
provide direct evidence of our ancestors
ranging from gender and stature, to lifestyle
and disease. Another element is the analy-
sis of monuments associated with com-
memoration and remembrance – from
Neolithic tombs to Commonwealth war
grave cemeteries, attitudes to the deceased
can be literally set in stone. This dayschool
will provide an introduction to the above,
with opportunity for discussion, and 
reflection.

22 April – A guided tour of the 
highlights of the Darent Valley, Kent
HDAG is planning a day visit to the beauti-
ful valley of the River Darent. A landscape
full of history ancient and modern: Stone
age and Roman settlement, Medieval vil-
lages and churches, mills and a Victorian
viaduct all make an appearance. More re-
cent history includes the story of the area
during WWII, when child evacuees were
sent here despite it being in the flightpath of
the German Luftwaffe. Of greatest interest
is Lullingstone Roman Villa with its spectac-
ular mosaics. We shall also make short
stops at the villages of Shoreham and/or
Eynsford. At Horton Kirby we shall make a
stop at a Victorian school where we can
view the WWII shelters, old maps and arte-
facts relating to the area. 

We will be guided by S.E. England tour
guide, Karen Emery, who has previously
guided HDAG around Rochester, Canter-
bury, Richborough and Reculver. The cost
is £5.00 per person plus additional costs for
entry fees, (e.g. Lullingstone Roman Villa,
unless you are a member of English Her-
itage). 

More details will be provided closer to the
time but email horshamarch@hotmail.co.uk
if you are interested in coming.

Future HDAG events
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The Historic Environment
Record – a talk by 

Rachel Salter
Report by Elizabeth Rice

The Salvation Army Hall in Horsham
was the venue on the 5th September for
a most instructive presentation by
Rachel Salter, HER officer for West 
Sussex.  

The Historic Environment Record is a
UK-wide database of archaeological
sites and artefact find spots, and much
more besides that has been built up
over many years as a means of helping
to protect these sites from future devel-
opment or destruction but also as a 
research tool for those working or 
interested in local heritage.

Rachel covered a lot of ground in her
talk, which she illustrated with a range
of sites from all periods right across
West Sussex but also focused on
records closer to Horsham. These were
of particular interest to our audience,
which included representatives from a
number of Parish Councils, Local His-
tory Groups, Crawley Museum and
Worth Park as well as HDAG members. 

There was good opportunity to ask
Rachel questions afterwards, chat over
refreshments and look at the displays. 

The key message was that the HER is
a valuable resource, freely available to
researchers of local archaeology and
history. Not only should we continue to
use it but we can also help to keep it up
to date by reporting finds and new
sites. Rachel also put out a plea for
anyone willing to help with the “Record-
ing Remembrance” project. 

It is gratifying to see that some local
Parish Councils appear to have taken
this message on board now and are 
beginning to make use of the HER too.

More photos of the event are on our
Facebook page. Details about the HER
and how to access it (either directly or
through the Heritage Gateway portal)
are on the “Other Links” page on the
HDAG website or via the link
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/land-
waste-and-housing/landscape-and-envi-
ronment/historic-environment-record

Tim Thomas gave an interesting talk on Chesworth Farm in 
Horsham at our AGM and, on 13 July, HDAG members were in-
vited on a Chesworth Farm walk.

We were lucky with the weather on what turned out to be a
beautiful summer’s evening walk. Some of us gathered before-
hand at the Queen’s Head pub for a convivial drink before meet-
ing the rest of our group at the Chesworth Lane entrance to the
farm. From there our guide, Tim, led us on a gentle stroll around
much of the 90 acre site of fields, woodland and riverside. He ex-
plained how the Friends of Chesworth Farm helped to manage
the different habitats of this Horsham District Council- owned pub-
lic access land. Tim shared with us his expert knowledge of the
flora and fauna encountered along the way (some common but
also some rarities) and explained how the different varieties of
grasses (I hadn’t realised there were so many!) and certain types
of flower could be seen as indicators of how land usage had
changed over time. 

We saw evidence of now disused trackways (sometimes 
indicated by the presence of single aged oak trees) along with 
others that continue in use today. The final part of our route took
us to the wet grazing areas and riverside walkways where we also
looked at how the river had been channelled and changed over
time. 

Some intriguing questions remain over various features of the
river here (was there a hydraulic ram?, could it have been buried
somewhere on site after it went out of use? Tim would like to hear
from any HDAG members who come across references or wish
to research this or any other aspects of the history Chesworth
Farm not already known (Many thanks to those who have already
done so).

We were then
treated to re-
freshments kindly
provided by Tim
and his wife on
the upper floor of
an interesting old
barn converted
for use by the
Friends of
Chesworth – a
very pleasant
way to finish off
the evening be-

fore making our way back to cars and home at dusk.
General information about Chesworth Farm can be found at

https://friendsofchesworthfarm.com/

July - A walk around Chesworth Farm 
by Elizabeth Rice & Peter Hardy
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Our last excavation on a local Roman
site produced quite a lot of pottery. To
help with the recording of this pottery,
some members wanted to learn the
technique of drawing pottery using the
conventions laid down for use in 
archaeological pottery reports. 

These conventions allow the differ-
ent pottery forms and wares to be
recognised and cross-referenced with
those found on other sites. The pottery
sherds are drawn in two formats: first,
one that shows the form (shape) and
size of the vessel in cross-section; and
second, a way that shows the 
decoration.
Jane Russell, who has spent her

career drawing for commercial archae-
ological units and teaching these skills
to others, explained the basic conven-
tions that are recognised in archaeo-
logical illustration. 

Once the drawing has been pro-
duce in pencil, it can then be “inked
up” by hand or digitalised using com-
puter programmes.

We looked at whole pots, sherds,
decorated and plain pottery and learnt
about the best way to give maximum
information to the reader. 

This was a small class and we were
very lucky to get such personal help
and Jane was an excellent teacher. 

While some members clearly had a
talent for it, we all came away under-
standing how to go about drawing
some of our more interesting finds in
the future.

Pottery Day School
16th October 

with Dr Jane Russell
by Joan Francis

Pottery vessel drawn to archaeological
conventions by Elvin Mullinger

In October, HDAG spent a fascinating day in Eastbourne. The morning
comprised a tour of prehistoric sites on the South Downs led by East
Sussex County Archaeologist, Greg Chuter. Starting from the car park
at Butts Brow we visited excavation trenches dug that Summer under
the direction of Greg Chuter and Jo Seaman over what is thought to
be a Neolithic ditch and bank that circles Butts Brow. This feature has
never been dug before and is believed to predate the Neolithic enclo-
sure on the hill opposite – Combe Hill.

From there we walked to the enclosure on Combe Hill. This was first
excavated in 1949 by the Eastbourne Natural History and Achaeologi-
cal Society. A second later excavation was led by Dr V. Seton Williams.
Combe Hill is formed of several ditch segments, arranged in broadly
concentric ovals. Within the ditches of the  enclosure, Neolithic finds of
flint tools and animal bones were found along with a 5.8cm high incised
chalk block found near the centre of the site.  We visited three Bronze
Age barrows in close proximity to the enclosure, one to the west and
two to the east and from there we walked down through a Bronze Age
field system where the field boundarys or linchets are still clearly visible
as earthworks. The walk also provided fantastic views over Pevernsey
levels. Greg pointed out many of the archaeological sites, such as
Shinewater, the subject of the afternoon talk. 

In the afternoon we visited the Eastbourne’s Pavilion for an 
exhibition called “Making Tracks”. Jo Seaman, Heritage Service Man-
ager at Eastbourne Borough Council talked to us about the 
excavation of the Bronze Age wooden trackway that criss-crossed the
marshlands, now known as Shinewater.

The wooden trackway, which was partly excavated by during the re-
development of Eastbourne’s Shinewater Park in 1995, was found to
be at least 250m long, and although it was hewn from oak, it is thought
to have taken around a year to build and was preserved   all that time
in the water-logged ground. 

A portion of the trackway, reconstructed using the same techniques,
was on show. The exhibition also suggested various possible theories
as to why the trackway was built, i.e, a: Village, Trading Post, Super-
Farm or Ritual Site. What the site would have been like in the past was
also brought to life through sound and animation. Artefacts on display

included a Roman
horse’s skeleton and
other animal bones,
flint hand axes,
bronze axes, and
Bronze Age jewellery
and pottery.

This is Joe’s sec-
ond exhibition at the
Pavillion and yet
again he provided a
fascinating insight into
Eastbourne’s past 
inhabitants.

Eastbourne visit, October 2016
by Susan Birks

A view of Combe HIll from Butts Brow. The dots are volunteers
standing on the line of the Neolithic bank and ditch enclosure

Bronze Age Axes

4



November’s talk – the Civilisations of Central America 
report by Bruce Milton

At the end of November, HDAG members heard a talk by Keith
Butler about a trip he took to Central America to visit a number
of Mesoamerican archaeological sites.  

Following some refreshments at the venu, we settled down
to some colourful photos taken by Keith showing some wonder-
ful views of sites that were built by the Olmec and Mayan 
civilisations (not, the Incas or Aztecs – who are South American,
he quickly pointed out!).

Mesoamerica means "Middle America" and refers to a geo-
graphical and cultural area which extends from northern Mexico
down through Central America, including Guatemala, Belize,
Honduras and El Salvador. The periods in Mesoamerican 
archaeology are different to those used in Europe, with basically
four eras:
Archaic: up to 1500 BC
Pre-classic: 1500 BC– AD 250
Classic: AD 250 – AD 900
Post: AD 900 – 1521 (the fall of the capital Teochtitlan to the
Spanish)

The technology used by the people of the Mesoamerica was
basically equivalent to the Neolithic in the Old World with metal
skills being unknown until after AD 900. This knowledge of work-
ing with metals was most likely passed along the trade routes
via the Incas and other civilisations.

The Olmec Civilisation
The Olmec empire, we were told, was the first major civilisation
in Mexico, classed as the “Mother Culture”. It was famed for its
massive carved basalt heads, and may have been a forerunner
to the later civilisations that invented ball games, chocolate
drinking and animal gods. They lived in the tropical lowlands of
south-central Mexico, in the present-day states of Veracruz and
Tabasco. Their influence and trade activity spread from 1200 BC,
even reaching as far south as present-day Nicaragua.

Another site shown was Teotihuacan (Place of the gods),
which covers eight square miles. It is not known who founded
this site but it contains the Street of the Dead and the Pyramids
of the Sun and Moon and the Feathered Serpent Temple. 

This was one of the most powerful city states and had over

200,000 inhabitants by AD 800.

Monte Alban
Another site Keith talked about was the ancient ruins of Monte
Alban, meaning “White Mountain”.  This is an ancient Zapotec
capital, a site with a spectacular mountain top location overlook-
ing the valleys of Oaxaca. Monte Alban sits just a few kilometres
west of Oaxaca City. Located on high ground, probably chosen
for its defensibility, it contains great plazas, truncated pyramids
and many underground passageways and about 170 tombs. 

It also had a court for playing the ball game tlachtli – where
two teams compete to pass the large rubber ball from one end
to another – and it is thought that the losing team gets sacrificed! 

The Maya Civilisation
The Maya Empire, centered in the tropical lowlands of what is
now Guatemala, reached the peak of its power and influence
around the sixth century AD. The Maya excelled at agriculture,
pottery, hieroglyph writing, calendar-making and mathematics,
and left behind an astonishing amount of impressive architecture
and symbolic artwork. Most of the great stone cities of the Maya

The Moon Pyramid in Teotihuacan

Monte Alban
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were abandoned by AD 900. There was no Maya empire as a
whole; it was a collection of city states.  Although these city
states shared a common language religion and culture, they
were in a constant state of conflict with each other. 

Maya buildings were adorned with carved friezes and roof
combs in stone and were plastered and painted with great gods
and other mythological features. One of the slides we were
shown included the still brightly coloured carvings that adorn
the sites, (although I had trouble making out the carving of the
macaw!).

Tikal
Another site we were shown was the ancient Maya city of Tikal,
in modern-day Guatemala. One of the city states it is 
located in the rainforests of the Peten region and only 18% of
it has been excavated (perhaps a digging session there one
day!). It flourished between roughly 600 BC and 900 AD. Start-
ing out as a modest series of hamlets, it would become a great
Maya city-state with more than two dozen major pyramids.

The last of the sites we were shown was Copán. Located in

western Honduras, not far from the border with Guatemala,
it was the capital city of a major Classic period kingdom from
the 5th to 9th centuries. Copán was occupied for more than
two thousand years, from the Early Pre-classic period to the
Post-classic. The city developed a distinctive sculptural style
within the tradition of the lowland Maya, perhaps to empha-
size the Maya ethnicity of the city's rulers.

I managed to stay awake throughout the talk and his 
presentation only served as a taster to the monuments and
cultures that exist in Central America. I found it a fascinating
insight into a culture whose archaeology is totally different
to that in the UK which I am used to. Keith’s pictures were ex-
cellent and I look forward to attending his next ‘gig’ after he
finishes yet another adventure there. 

Perhaps the Incas and Aztecs will make an appearance next
time. I know one thing, though – I should start learning to
speak Spanish!A ball court at Copán

A pyramid temple at Tikal
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2016 - WHAT DID HDAG DO? CAN YOU FILL THE GAPS?
(* or ; = space between words)
JAN Kick off to dive back in time with underwater discussion on...

        *            

FEB Battle on to embroider our history?
      *         

MAR Talk about it, was Henry VIII's fifth wife naughty here?
         

APR Survey two hills in white horse county?
       &        

MAY Dig a land holding by a wide river crossing at...
         *     

JUN A place of industry where vessels are dealt with
       *         

JUL Ruler of the roost names this place of work
     *     ;        

AUG People keep applying for it, we keep checking on it!
        

SEP A presentation, not for HIM but for......
   

OCT A compass point, a stream, are you leaving footprints here?
      *       ;           

NOV  November talk, what culture?
            

DEC Time off at this time of year
         *      

Now use the coloured squares to spell this message 
     *    *     

Have some fun with a New Year Quiz based on last year’s events 
– by Elizabeth Rice 
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