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This Spring/Summer despite challenging weather, HDAG
members got out and about visiting, researching, 
recording and helping to protect archaeological sites
around West Sussex. I would like to thank all those who
have written about their experience for this newsletter.

Also included are updates on some of the finds 
processing and analysis that HDAG gets involved in, 
before the all-important reports of excavations can be
written up. With so much building and development
going on in West Sussex, it is important that we record
these sites for the wider community to learn about and to
help protect them from future developments. If you know
of any sites that need research, attention or protection
please call T: 01903 872309 or email us at

horshamarch@hotmail.co.uk.
You can also keep up to date with HDAG and

post your own archaeological items on our
facebook page.

Welcome to our 2018
Summer newsletter 

Future Events
Tuesday, 24 October
An illustrated talk by
Janet Pennington on
‘My Archaeology 
Childhood’

Venue: Beeson House, 
26 Fairbank Rd, Southwater,
Horsham RH13 9LA

In the planning stage are:
A visit to Lewes Priory
with Simon Stevens.

Simon also plans to hold
a dayschool in the
Spring on the 
development of 
medieval towns. Details
to come. 

To keep up to date with events
visit our website http://
horshamarchaeologygroup.
webs.com and to book, contact
horshamarch@hotmail.co.uk 
or call T: 01903 872309
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This year’s talks programme started with an in-depth look at
what we had learnt from the Slinfold excavation in 2017. This
is a protected (scheduled) Roman site on private land 
comprising a mansio (hotel complex for notaries) with road-
side farmsteads and workshops. It has been extensively
mapped over several years using geophysics by David
Staveley and volunteers from HDAG and Worthing. At the talk,
Andy Bates discussed the results of the most recent 
geophysical surveys and their significance.

In 2015, HDAG  located an excavation over a large 
anomaly that showed up on the magnetometry survey some
distance from the main scheduled area, and which was likely
to have been caused by some kind of burning — possibly a
kiln or corn dryer. The small 2m by 2m test pit produced a
mass of Roman pottery in very good condition. Jugs, drinking
vessels and mortaria were found lying on top of one another
in close proximity, in a straight-sided feature cut into the clay. 

Bad weather hampered the initial excavations and so, in
2017, we went back and opened up a larger area. Two
trenches of 4m by 4m revealed a circular feature (in the south
west trench) that had a non-bonded stone and brick outline.
There was some evidence of burnt material in the circular
feature and a flue leading off northwards beyond edge of the
trench. The flue was built with ceramic bricks and tegulae
and had a flat base of laid stone. 

One quadrant of the circular feature was excavated and it
was found to be a dished feature, filled with burnt material
and lined with clay, beneath which was a stone floor — could
this be a pottery kiln?   

Jan: Roman Furnaces: 
a talk by Andy Bates
and Susan Birks    

Drone shot of
the 2017 
excavation

Recent field
walking — by 
Elizabeth Rice 
This Summer more fields
surrounding our Roman site
at Slinfold were walked
and artefacts — such as 
ceramics, worked or burnt
flint, glass, metal or bone —
were systematically 
collected, to help establish
how far the Roman `
settlement might extend.

The fields had just been
seeded with maize.10
grids were measured out,
20m x 20m, and divided
into two halves 10m wide.
HDAG members walked in
a line southwards collect-
ing finds either side of their
line, bagging the finds per
grid square.

The star find turned out
to be much earlier than
Roman — a Mesolithic flint
pick/adze found by Elvin
when walking across the
fields to the car. Site 
coordinates were noted
with GPS and will be
recorded on the Portable
Antiquities Scheme
database.
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In the north east trench, volunteers uncovered an area of
scorched stones and a large, shallow pit which contained
ceramic tile, baked clay, Roman pottery, bone, glass, nails
and a small amount of metallurgical waste. 

Although not conclusive, the evidence did suggest that one
or more pottery kilns were constructed on and around this
site in Roman times. Such kilns were often temporary struc-
tures with a base and flue dug into the ground surface, while
the domed cover which stood above ground was probably
made of clay, but was removed and remade for each firing
— hence the large number of pieces of baked clay found in
the surrounding soil.  During the talk Susan looked at many
examples of Roman pottery kilns excavated across Britain to
see if any comparisons could be made. However, an exact
parallel has not yet been found.

Since the excavation, HDAG volunteers have washed,
marked, weighed, counted and recorded the pottery, which
is now undergoing analysis by pottery expert Anna Doherty,
to see if we can get dates for the different layers, thus giving
us dates for either the erection, use or destruction of the kiln. 

Pieces of one important vessel are of particular interest:
The mural crown is a large pot shaped like the head of a
women wearing a castle-like crown and is thought to relate
to the cult of Cybele. Sherds of a few similar vessels have
been found elsewhere in Sussex and Surrey but the frag-
ments found by HDAG have revealed more of the face, hair
and turrets, helping to reconstruct what it may have 
actually looked like. 

HDAG members are also currently recording the large
amount of ceramic material found during the excavation to
see if they can identify any structural kiln material or kiln 
furniture. A written report on the excavation is also in
progress and with the landowner’s kind permission, we hope
to go back there for further investigation in the future.

At the bottom is the circular feature with the flue running north.
Top right is the north east trench with scorched stones and a pit

Learning how to
identify pottery and
tile with the SSA
and CBA — by 
Elizabeth Rice 

It goes without saying that 
archaeologists are nosey 
people! We go looking for
stuff that other people have
lost, discarded or deliberately
buried. So what do we do with
all the stuff we find? Well, we
study it in the hope that it can
tell us something new or 
confirm what we already
thought we knew about the
people who have gone 
before us. 

It was with that very much in
mind that I recently attended
two workshops to learn more
about some of the mainly
Roman pottery and ceramic
building materials (CBM)
which HDAG has collected
over the years that we have
been field-walking and 
excavating since 2010. 

So while some people were
watching a certain wedding on
19th May, I was in a wedding-
free zone at the Whiteway
Centre in Rottingdean taking a
good look at “Roman Period
Pottery, Brick and Tile found in
Sussex” under the expert 
tutelage of Gordon Hayden,
(cont. on next page)
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HDAG had a request from RSPB Pulborough Brooks for help
to maintain the historic landscape they own at Rackham 
Plantation. The land comprises a low promontory looking out
over their bird reserve on Pulborough Brooks, a most 
beautiful section of the Arun Valley with the backdrop of the
South Downs. It has obviously been a special place for 
millennia as it is the site of Bronze Age burial mounds, some 
characteristically aligned along the low scarp of land edging
the river valley.

Half a dozen HDAG volunteers were poised to go on the 
allotted day in February, but were snowed out. The ground
was frozen solid. However, on Friday 16th March, we were
lucky to have wonderful dry, warm weather, with sunshine.

Our task was to clear scrubby birch that was rooting in the
sandy soil, encroaching on the burial mounds. Sam, our
RSPB expert, explained that Historic England (HE) allow root
pulling outside the mound perimeter only. Growth on the
mound could only be cut and treated to prevent regrowth. 

We used clever lever tools to pull the birch scrub root and
all. I much prefer this non-chemical approach. The largest
mound has erosion from some recent pathways, so the birch
was bundled up into low fencing to divert walkers from the
most sensitive areas. RSPB will also post information signs to
gain public support in preserving these amazing old features.

So many barrows have been subsumed by farming or
housebuilding that HE has given designated protection to all
remaining viable sites, including the one at Rackham. Their
pamphlet Prehistoric Barrows and Burial Mounds, gives an
excellent overview of the subject.

Barrows have differing styles and regional variations; each
one remaining may give us vital clues as to their past use.
They were constructed from Neolithic times through to the
Bronze Age, and apart from a few in the Iron Age and Roman
times, they had a resurgence in the Anglo Saxon period.

Feb: Conserving Rackham’s
prehistoric landscape — 
by Elvin  Mullinger

Pulling up invasive scrubby birch trees with special tools

who is no stranger to HDAG
having previously visited a few
years back and helped us with
the identification of some of
our pottery. 

Concentrating on the main
types of pottery likely to be
found in Sussex, the study day
took us through fabrics, forms
and usage, telling us the basics
of what to look for and how to
go about it before putting us
into groups to have a go 
ourselves.

At first it was somewhat
daunting, but on applying
some of the principles learnt
during the day and comparing
with examples on hand it was 
gratifying to realise that our
tentative identifications were
sometimes right! 

The following Saturday, 
(26th May) saw me back at
school again, this time at the
Leatherhead Institute for a
studyday on “Ceramic Building
Materials” used in south east
England during the Roman, 
medieval and post-medieval
period. The day was led by Ian
Betts from the Museum of 
London (MOLA). 

(cont. from previous page)

(cont. on next page)
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Some are thought to have been mounded over a dynast 
(i.e., a member of a powerful family, or hereditary ruler) but
we cannot automatically assume the same for earlier ones. 

Archaeologists have found that the varied underlying 
original structures may be stone platforms, cairns, pits, timber
structures of mortuary enclosures or possibly houses or
shrines. Little is known of any superstructures that may have
been on them, although at least one is known to have had a
stake circle on top. Artefacts discovered within them have
been just as varied and include: pottery, stone tools and 
animal bones. Human bones can be present as formal 
burials beneath the mound, or inserted later, or placed into a
ditch encircling the mound. Some have cremated bones.

Our barrows on the promontory at Rackham Plantation are
on greensand. Interestingly, we have two other similar sites
also on greensand ridges; one a few miles to the east, at
Sullington Warren and another several miles away at Trotton
common near Midhurst. These are also facing westward,
which makes one wonder if this orientation was a factor in
their location. 

Many local barrows are on the chalk downlands and the
ones nearby Rackham village are each on a hilltop: Chantry
Hill, Springhead Hill, Rackham Hill, Kithurst and Amberley
Mount — No local shortage! A few other chalk hill sites were
reused later in Anglo Saxon times; Chanctonbury Hill has 
several dispersed prehistoric round barrows and two Anglo
Saxon barrows or ‘Hlaews’.  One chalk downland barrow
near Rackham was later converted to a moot mound for use
around the 7th to 9th centuries CE (Common Era). It is
thought the top was hollowed out to provide a pediment for
officials at local community meetings and law court proceed-
ings (moot courts). This is located at Barkhale Wood at the
convergence of four parishes: Bignor, Bury, Houghton and
Madehurst. The parish boundaries may have been located
due to the significance of the prehistoric barrow.

Do we have any Bronze Age barrows on the weald clay?
Yes – Historic England lists at least one on a clay ridge near to
Horsham at Black Hill, Colgate alongside Forest Road. Sadly
they list it as declining and with “major localised problems”!

Protecting the Bronze Age barrows at Rackham

The presentations covered 
everything from early Roman
brick and tile (plain and 
decorative, stamps and signa-
tures) right up to modern times
with the tin-glazed ornamental
tiles of the19th and 20th 
centuries — an insight into just
what might sometimes crop up
when out field-walking. 

Ian also very kindly took a
quick look at some of the items 
various groups had brought
along. 

The Roman Pottery workshop
was organised (in conjunction
with the Whiteway Centre) by
The Sussex School of 
Archaeology www.sussexar-
chaeology.org and the CBM
day school by CBASE (Council
for British Archaeology South-
East) www.cbasouth-east.org of
which we are an affiliate 
member — keep a look out for
future training days, they are
well worth it! 
Below: Pieces of Roman tile
from recent excavations: Top
and middle are fragments of
tegulae and bottom and left are
pieces of imbrex – the rounded
pieces that bridge the tegulae  

(cont. from previous page)
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This picture of Sue was
taken on one of the HDAG
day trips 

Sue Macauley 
Lecture and 
HDAG AGM 
In November, HDAG received
word of the sad death of Sue
Macauley a long-term member
and co-founder of HDAG. 
Sue was a member of the
HDAG committee more than
once and most recently in
2017. Her passion for Roman
Archaeology was well known
and her family very kindly 
presented HDAG with a
cheque from donations 
collected in her honour. 

The committee decided to use
the money to hold a memorial
lecture to commemorate that 
interest in Roman Archaeology.
The lecture by Dr David Rudling
on the Development of  Roman
Villas in Sussex was attended
by members of her close family
and many HDAG members.
You can read more about the
talk in the report opposite. 
The event was followed by the 
annual HDAG AGM.

March: Dr David Rudling
on Sussex Roman Villas –
report by Robert Cripps
Prior to our AGM, Dr David Rudling gave a fascinating talk on
Roman Villas in Sussex. He first provided an overview of some of
the Villas to be found locally, then looked at the evolution of the
villa and what happened to them when the Roman empire ‘fell
apart’. He also posed the questions how Roman was Roman
Britain? And who lived in these villas?
David covered a number of Roman villas within easy reach, 

including the largest — Fishbourne Roman Palace. Fishbourne is
palatial in size and 3 to 4 times that of the nearest comparable villa
in Sussex. David described its basic layout and how it was built to 
impress. The design was an imported concept, intimidating for
Iron Age people. It is not known for whom the villa was built but
some (e.g. Barry Cunliffe and others) suggest it was for the client
king Togidubnus for staying loyal to Rome throughout the 
Boudican revolt. However, no evidence has been found that he
lived there and he would have been in his dotage when it was
begun in AD80-85.   
David asked the time honoured question: What did the Romans

do for us? Apart from physical remains of the
villas,  bathhouses, underfloor heating, 
mosaics and roads, ‘Romanisation’ is also
part of the answer— but this then begs the
question How Roman was Roman Britain?
Was it just a veneer or comprehensive? 
Archaeologists and historians will be 

debating that for some time to come and it is,
I am sure, the subject of many a thesis.
Change was probably gradual, an example

from outside Sussex at Piddington in 
Northamptonshire, (where a dig has been

Plumpton villa 

Dr David Rudling
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going for 38 years!) showed a timber round house adjacent to the
villa. Some local examples at Beddingham near Lewes and 
Barcombe have shown a round house underlying the villa. 
David outlined some of the early villas excavated in Sussex 

including Southwick (now under a road and Methodist Church), 
Eastbourne (now under the municipal gardens, pier and 
promenade) and Brighton. All were examples of early villas. He 
explained how villas often started as single houses ‘cottage villas’,
two or three rooms in a line and then in a later phase a corridor
may be added, some of which then had wings added. Some good 
examples are to be found at Beddington, Bignor and Plumpton. 
It is generally not known who was living in the villas, some 

graffiti on pots, for example at Barcombe, suggest Greek citizens
from within the Roman empire. It would be nice to find out who
these people were — Greek, Roman Brittish or from other parts of
the Roman empire but at the moment we do not know.
By AD 350-400, villas in Sussex and indeed elsewhere were

going out of fashion and they faced contrasting fortunes, 
evidence from medieval times indicates stones and other building
material was taken away for building. At Bignor, excavation 
indicated the roof collapsed suggesting abandonment whilst at 
Batten Hanger (nr Chichester) evidence shows the site was 
occupied until at least the late 5th century.
It is a vast subject and David managed to give us an excellent

overview of what has been discovered about villas in Sussex, 
together with some indication of what is out there still to be 
discovered. As someone not native to Sussex and less familiar
with many of these places than most of you undoubtedly are, it
has given me a great insight into Roman Sussex.
You may want to get involved in Plumpton Roman Villa 

excavations with the Sussex School of Archaeology between 
2 July–17 August 2018. Saturday Taster Days in Excavation Train-
ing provides volunteers the opportunity to get involved. Tel 01323
811785 or visit www.Sussexarchaeology.org

Discovering where
our rotary quern-
stone might have
originated from 

Almost half a lower rotary
quernstone measuring 405mm
diameter was found on the 
surface in a Slinfold field. It is
in the lozenge style, tapering in 
thickness to the edges with a
fully perforated socket. It 
measures 47-85mm thick and
weighs 9.6kg. The grinding 
surface is mostly pecked but it
has grooves on the third 
nearest the circumference; 
the lower face and the edges
are also pecked.  

Although the quern was a 
surface find (i.e. not stratified),
it is of a typical Roman form,
likely to date from the second 
century AD onwards (Shaffrey
2006, 46). 

The quern is made from a
medium to coarse-grained,
poorly-sorted, quartz 
cemented, pebbly sandstone. 
It was first examined in hand
specimen and thought to be
Quartz Conglomerate from the
Old Red Sandstone but it was
felt that a thin section would be
useful to check this 
identification. It was therefore
sampled, thin-sectioned and
this very thin slice was then

Model of
Fishborne
Palace, one
of the most 
prestigious
Roman
villa’s to be
built in the
UK

Quernstones were used for
hand grinding cereals
(cont. on next page)
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May: a walk round Church
Hill with David Dunkin —
written by Frances Dunkin

Looking across to Church Hill, Findon. Photo credit Keith Butler

analysed under the 
microscope. 

In total, 300 grains were
identified and the quantities
converted into percentages.
According to this analysis, the
Slinfold quern contains the 
following minerals:
46.1% monocrystalline quartz
27.6% polycrystalline quartz
10.4% rock fragments
9.9% porosity
4.1% quartz cement
3.1% haematite (iron) rims
2.6% feldspar
1.6% degraded clays
0.5% biotite mica

The percentages of minerals
can be compared with inform-
ation from a large collection of
thin sections made from 
samples collected in the field 
(Shaffrey 2006). There are
three major source areas
where querns of Old Red
Sandstone were made – in the
Wye Valley/Forest of Dean,
the Mendip hills and the 
Portishead/Bristol area. The
proportions of minerals in the
Slinfold quern indicate that it
did not come from the
Mendips. It is possible that it
comes from the Portishead
area, but it bears most similar-
ity in both hand specimen and
in thin section to samples from
the Wye Valley/Forest of Dean
area, and it is therefore most
likely that this was the source.

Previous Roman querns
found at Slinfold seem largely
to have been made of Green-
sand, probably from Lodsworth
(Aldsworth 1984; Luke and
Wells 2000) which makes
sense, since Lodsworth is only

Twenty two HDAG members plus one pet met in Findon on a bright
and sunny day in May to walk and explore with local (retired) 
archaeologist, David Dunkin, some of the earliest origins of Findon
village. We made our way across the A24 towards St John the 
Baptist Parish Church where David presented us with one of the first 
conundrums to ponder — when and why had the church become
separated from the village? We were left to think... In the meantime
we entered the church to see if we could identify the Saxon north
aisle and to look at fragments of early medieval wall paintings. We
also admired the beautiful William Morris tiles on either side of 
the high altar. 
Outside we scrutinised the west end of the church for the

ephemeral outline of the early Saxon church and the field opposite
for evidence of the early medieval settlement of Findon. David led us
round the field which over the years has yielded many fragments of
pottery and even now, oyster shell — that medieval food staple — 
is evident.
We discussed 

hypotheses for the 
migration of the village,
and the Black Death
subsequently came up
as a major factor in 
depopulation in the 
middle decades of the
14th century.
We went onwards

and upwards past the
Cricket Pitch to Church
Hill, where the group of

Wall paintings discovered in the Parish
Church of St John the Baptist, Findon(cont. on next page)

(cont. from previous page)
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Neolithic flint mines are the earliest
structural evidence within the
parish dated to 4,340-4,250 BC.
David explained that a large 
quantity of characteristic Neolithic
flint work had been found, 
including relatively recently, a large
number of axe roughouts. He had
brought some examples for us to
see. As we enjoyed the vistas of
the South Downs and the sea, we
identified other nearby flint mines: 
Cissbury with its Iron Age hill fort, Blackpatch Hill and beyond that
Harrow Hill and pondered that we were at the earliest centre of 
industrial activity in Britain, a centre of stone age wealth and power? 
Once the 21st century challenge of crossing Long Furlong had

been safely completed, David guided us to another site in Findon of
national importance. At Muntham Farm, a field taken out of 
cultivation after the war presented us with interesting humps and
bumps. David explained that this was an extensive late Iron Age and
Romano British settlement site, excavated in the 1950s; he pointed
out a circular shrine or temple site and we identified house platforms
and sunken trackways and suddenly there was a real feeling of this
long ago community. 
In the adjacent field he showed us the site of a well — amazingly

76.2m deep! — which had produced votive material. David told us
about “the cult of the boar”: at the temple site a bronze plaque of a
boar had been found, excavations at North farm in the 1990s had 
uncovered a bronze figurine of a boar and rescue excavations at
Chanctonbury had produced a large quantity of pig bone. With all
these sites intervisible, this has led to the suggestion that here was a
cult of the boar. 
We finally made our way to the Village House Coaching Inn for

more discussion over a convivial lunch, Joan thanked David for his
efforts and we enjoyed our own sense of community in Findon. 
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Axe rough-outs and scrapers

21km from Slinfold. No other
querns of Old Red Sandstone
have been found in Sussex,
and although they have been
found in Surrey, at Flexford,
some 25km NW, they are
rarely reported in this part of
the country. It is probable that
there are more to be identified,
however, especially since some
major sites, such as Chichester,
have almost no published 
information on the querns.

It is unlikely that anyone from
Slinfold obtained the quern 
directly from the quarry area —
more probably it was sourced
at an intermediary location.
However, even this cannot
have been particularly close,
given the lack of finds from the
area. Silchester, whilst some
60km distant could have 
functioned as a secondary 
distribution point and is likely
to have served a large 
catchment area for tools like
querns, which probably only
needed replacing once in a 
generation. 

Report by Ruth Shaffrey 
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