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 A small selection of the Romano-British pottery from our local site 

Dear All 
A very busy and successful year finished off with a wonderful Christmas outing 
to the Mary Rose, and our 60th member joining HDAG. As our group continues 
to grow, we would welcome any ideas for archaeological/research projects 
within the Horsham area, and for members who are interested in taking on 
specific projects or who would like to be more hands on or active to let the 
committee know. 
We hope you enjoy this newsletter, and welcome feedback at all times from 
our members (a glossary of terms is on the final page). 
Best wishes 

Vicky 

HDAG Secretary 

H.D.A.G. 

Newsletter June- 
December 2014 

www.horshamarchaeology.webs.com 
www.horshamarch@hotmail.co.uk 

http://www.horshamarchaeology.webs.com/


 
 

 LOCAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
RESULTS CARRIED OUT BY 

PROFESSIONAL 
COMPANIES. 

Billingshurst: Land north of 
A272 An excavation prior to 
the development recovered 
a small amount of residual 
flintwork spanning the 
Mesolithic to Early 
Neolithic periods. The 
earliest feature comprised 
a possible cooking 
pit/hearth tentatively dated 
to the later Bronze Age. A 
single ditch provisionally 
dated as Iron Age was 
identified running through 
the centre of the site on a 
very similar alignment to a 
disused/ in-filled Post-
medieval field boundary. 
The main phase of 
occupation appears to have 
begun in the 1st/2nd 
century AD (ASE) 
Horsham: land adjoining, 
Bishopric. The riverside 
land, to the rear of the 
medieval Bishopric 
“suburb” of the medieval 
borough of Horsham, is 
thought to have been used 
in the early post-medieval 
period for tanning. Initial 
trial trenches, at a distance 
from the river, have not 
revealed surviving 
archaeological features (AS) 
Horsham (North): Former 
Wealden/Warnham 
Brickworks, Recording of a 
former Warnham 
Brickworks burner shed and 
vehicle maintenance 
workshop were carried out 
before their demolition 
(URS). 
Shipley: Knepp Castle 
Estate, land north-east of 
Hillhouse Farm. (TQ 16483 
22278). Excavation of trial 
trenches (Phase 3) to the 
east of the recently 
recorded Late Iron Age/ 
early Roman enclosure has 

not revealed any datable 
ancient archaeological 
features (WSA) 

HDAG FIELD WORK 

Romano-British site and late Medieval Manor 

Our research at these two wonderful sites has 
continued over the last six months with metal 
detecting surveys, geophysical surveys, hand auguring 
and excavation. 
In June and December, David returned to continue 
with the Geophysical surveying that has been an 
ongoing project since 2011 to establish the extent of 
our Romano-British settlement site. The results are 
very exciting and will be discussed further at our 
forthcoming AGM. 
 

 
Geophysical survey December 2014 

 
An excavation of a bank and ditch in September close 
to the late Medieval Manor was carried out, but no 
dating evidence was found. The second excavation in 
November in the western field at the Roman site was 
to try and establish what a large rectangular image on 
the Geophysical results could be. A substantial 
amount of 1st - 4th century AD pottery was uncovered 
(mainly Wiggonholt pottery) including at least four 
different types of mortaria and jar handles and necks 
(see front page). In addition, at the very end of the 
excavation, a seemingly regular pattern of CBM 
became apparent in the north east corner of the 
trench. We have an additional excavation planned for 
spring 2015 to enlarge further upon what we found. 
Thanks to the hard work of our fundraising duo, Mick 
and Kellie, we were able to purchase a few items of 
equipment this year including a dumpy level and a 
shiny new metal detector. We carried out a metal 
detecting survey in the back garden of the Manor 
house in August to practise our detecting skills. Only 
20th century objects were located during the exercise 
but it was a very useful session for all. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

HDAG OUTINGS 

SUMMER 2014 –Rochester, Kent. 

We took advantage of the fact the Vicky’s sister is a 
trainee South East England Blue Badge Guide and 
needed guinea pigs to practise on! We were treated 
to a fantastic guided tour of the city of Rochester, 
including the cathedral, castle precinct, and the 
city’s links to Charles Dickens and Rod Hull (he of 
‘Emu’ fame!). 

 
Rochester Castle 

WINTER 2014 – Mary Rose museum, Portsmouth 
Our Christmas outing was a visit to the new Mary 
Rose museum in Portsmouth’s Historic Dockyard, 
and included a replica handling session and guided 
tour. It is an awe inspiring exhibition of Henry VIII’s 
favourite warship, and of the men who lost their 
lives on her, and we had a superb day. 

 
Mary Rose replica artefact handling session 

ASSISTING OTHER 
SOCIETIES AND 
PROFESSIONAL 

ORGANISATIONS 
In the last six months HDAG 

members have also 
participated in excavations 

and fieldwork run by the 
following: 

Petworth Park Archaeology 
Project / 

Petworth Park building 
recording project/Petworth 

Park Geoarchaeology 
project – The National 

Trust. 
Whitehawk Hill 

Excavations- 
BHAS and ASE. 

Woking Palace – Friends of 
Woking Palace and SCAU. 

Black Down Barrow Project- 
The National Trust. 

Sheffield Park World War 
Two Survey – National Trust 

and CBAS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUTUMN CONFERENCES 

HDAG members 
attended the CBA – SE 
conference: 
 ‘Aspects of pre-history 
in South East England’, a 
tribute to Peter Drewitt, 
and the South East 
regional Geology 
conference: 
‘Worthing to the Weald’. 
Both were excellent and 
very informative. 

Young archaeologists........Kellie, Mick and 
Jennie gave a talk in June to a local Horsham 
Scout troop. They discussed archaeology in 
general and took along some artefacts for a 
handling session. They hope to have inspired 
some archaeologists of the future! 



 
 

HDAG COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Worth Park, Crawley 

In July HDAG gave talks on the history of Worth Park, and 
guided tours of the two sites HDAG excavated within the 
park to members of the public. Over 30 people attended 
and it was a very enjoyable day for all. Vicky has since also 
written the archaeology publicity leaflet that Worth Park 
are going to use in their museum in Ridley’s Court. 

 
   Guided tour at Worth Park           Advert for Wickhurst Green talk 
 

‘The Excavations at Wickhurst Green’ – A talk by 
Archaeology South East 
In November HDAG hosted a public talk by Andy Margetts, 
Senior Archaeologist with ASE, on the results of the pre-
construction excavations that have taken place at the new 
Wickhurst Green housing development site at Broadbridge 
Heath. Nearly 100 people attended and it was an excellent 
talk, covering evidence found at the site from the 
Mesolithic to the modern day. The final report is due by the 
end of next year. 
Sussex Place Names Dayschool 
In October we were delighted that Judie English was able to 
deliver a half day day school for HDAG on Sussex Place 
names. The event was advertised to members of the public 
as well as HDAG members, and 17 people attended. The 
history behind everyday names was fascinating as well as 
being an indicator to potential archaeological sites! 
Feedback to The Warnham Society 
Vicky gave a presentation to the members of The Warnham 
Society at their AGM in November on the results of the 
surface collection exercise HDAG had carried out at their 
request on fields close to Warnham Manor. Although the 
project is not finished, Vicky was able to give a brief 
overview of the history of the immediate area and any 
possible relation to the finds that were collected so far. 
 
 

HDAG MEMBERS 
TRAINING/VISITS 

Article by Jennie Williamson 
 
I attended a training day run 
by WAS in June on recording 
excavations by drawing to 
scale, for both plan and 
sections. This was put into 
practice on site in August at 
Lower Farm, Walberton. 
I assisted Judie English with 
her test pit excavations for 
Steyning  Museum, and I am 
looking forward to hearing 
what the results are at her 
talk to HDAG in January. 
 
I also took the opportunity to 
get some training through the 
National Trust while 
undertaking a historic 
building survey in the 
Cowyard, Petworth, including 
the Battery house, Ice house 
and other outbuildings not 
usually seen. The 5 
Wednesdays were run by 
specialists from SSA,  and 
included building 
interpretation, total station 
surveying and recording by 
drawing and photography. A 
great learning curve! 
 
In addition Vicky and I went 
to Petworth for a Geoarch 
training day with Dr Mike 
Allen which has led to an 
augering project creating land 
profiles in the Park put 
together by Vicky for Tom 
Dommett. This is ongoing and 
more visits will be planned. 
 
Visit to Ovingdean 
Joan, Elizabeth and myself 
were welcomed on site by 
BHAS and given a tour of 
their current excavation site. 
We also included  a visit to 
the beautiful old flint church 
adjacent to the site. 
 

Jennie 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

HDAG FORTHCOMING EVENTS  JAN-MARCH 2015 

 

12th January ,7pm 

Talk by Judie English on ‘The archaeology of 

Steyning’. (Venue location to be emailed out closer 

to the time) 

 

9th February, 7pm 

Talk by David Lea on ‘The Bronze Age in Sussex’. 

(Venue location to be emailed out closer to the 

time) 

 

9th March, 7pm, Millennium Hall, Roffey, Horsham, 

West Sussex. 

 HDAG AGM followed by a talk by Simon Stevens, 

Senior Archaeologist with ASE on 

‘The excavations at Lewes Priory’. 

 

Fieldwork and day school 

Weather permitting we hope to be excavating at 

our Roman site, and to arrange a Roman Pottery 

day school. Further details will be emailed out to 

all members when arrangements are confirmed. 

 

 

 

 

HDAG  
COMMITTEE 
VACANCIES 

 
At our AGM in March, 
Valerie White will be 

resigning as Membership 
Secretary and Vicky 

Lillywhite will be 
resigning as Secretary, but 
will request to remain on 

the committee. 
We need HDAG members 
to step forward and join 

the committee to fill both 
these roles. 

If you feel that you would 
like to take on either role, 

or if you would like to 
have a chat about what 
they entail, please do 

speak to one of the 
committee members. 

Committee meetings are 
every couple of months 

and we welcome all input 
for as much time as you 

can spare. No prior 
experience of committees 
is necessary, only a keen 

interest in helping run 
HDAG. 

We are delighted to 
announce that Peter 

Hardy, who only joined 
HDAG last year, has 

expressed an interest in 
joining the committee and 

will be standing for 
nomination at the AGM. 

 

GLOSSARY 

ASE – Archaeology South East 
CBAS- Chris Butler 
Archaeological Services 
AS – Archaeological Solutions 
BHAS – Brighton and Hove 
Archaeological Society 
CBA-SE – Council for British 
Archaeology South East 
Mortaria- a strong mixing bowl 
with a grit roughened interior 
SCAU- Surrey County 
Archaeology Unit 
SSA- Sussex School of 
Archaeology 
WAS- Worthing Archaeological 
Society 
WSA – West Sussex 
Archaeology 
 
 


