
H.D.A.G
Summer Newsletter Jan - Jun 2016
www.horshamarchaeology.webs.com
www.horshamarch@hotmail.co.uk
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

Dear members

Forget Brexit and instead immerse yourselves in our Jan-Jun 2016 newsletter!
A big thank you to all those who have written pieces, especially the new members. 
There are reports of all our HDAG activities and also events that HDAG members
have attended. 

Some important future dates to go in your 2016 diaries are
13th July – Evening walk around Chesworth Farm
Led by Tim Thomas, who gave us an interesting talk on the area at our AGM, the walk
will last about an hour and a half and is limited to 20 members who will have first 
priority. Please contact HDAG to let us know and to get the final arrangements. 
5th September – A talk about the Historic Environment Records
Rachael Salter, West Sussex Historic Environment Records Officer, will explain what
you can get from this free and fascinating resource – see website for details
8th October – A visit to the Making Tracks exhibition, Eastbourne 
Eastbourne's Bronze Age Mystery at The Pavilion is ‘an immersive exhibition 
revealing the ground-breaking discoveries in Shinewater Park,’ which included a rare
wooden trackway built in the Bronze Age. 

If you have any queries or wish to attend any of these events please email 
horshamarch@hotmail.co.uk or telephone Jennie on T. 01403 731695. We also
welcome your feedback and ideas for talks or activities, so do get in touch with us.

Competition to win an HDAG T-shirt 
We plan to order some quality T-shirts carrying the HDAG Roman hunting cup logo
with a tag line underneath, available for members to purchase. The cost per T-shirt
will be approx £10.00-12.00 dependant on the initial quantity we order. A competition
is now open for the best archaeology tag line. Email or phone in your entries by 
1st September and the entry with the best tag line – judged by the committee  – will
win a free T-shirt.

Best wishes, Jennie and Susan
Joint Secretaries



HDAG were delighted to be invited by the owners of Corsletts Farm, 
Broadbridge Heath, to ‘come and dig in our back garden’. 
Although the dig took place in May of this year, the project started in

September 2015. After visiting the owners and being given all the research
that had already been carried out into the history of the farm, including HER
records and research by Dr Annabelle Hughes, Jennie Williamson then 
compiled the Corsletts Farm Project Design (on the HDAG website). A couple
of further visits later and HDAG were all set to dig in May 2016.
This project was an excellent first ‘official’ project for HDAG’s fledgling 

survey team and TeSs (the nickname of our Total Station). A huge thanks
must go to Andy Bates and Martin Breese who have both done a fantastic
job getting to grips with targeting, recording, downloading and interpreting
all the survey points, ably assisted by Jennie (I made the tea!). 
Due to the constraints of the site being a loved and well-tended garden

and only having a couple of days, we decided to dig three small test pits.
However, as always, one trench ended up being larger than the others, and
it contained features that needed thorough investigation and recording, so
it became necessary to leave it open for a further week and return to finish.
With the patience and goodwill of the owners this was achieved. 
All three trenches contained post medieval pottery, clay pipe fragments

and building material (diligently cleaned and processed on site by Jennie
and helpers). 
Trench One contained a large amount of demolition rubble (most likely

remaining from some of the farm buildings that were demolished when the
surrounding housing estate was created). It also included broken pieces of
Horsham stone with which the farm was originally roofed. 
Underneath the demolition layer was an irregular weathered sandstone 

surface, probably inserted into the clay as hardstanding, and a regular arc
of shallow burning containing 18-20th century pottery.
Trench Two contained a scatter of finds but no features, and Trench Three

contained a layer of compacted gravelly soil that was probably part of the
original main traffic flow sur-
face towards the farm entrance,
it also featured a drainage pipe.
It was fantastic to see new

members (including two of our
younger teenage members) and
existing members joining in
over the three days, and a big
thanks to everybody who took
part. A full archaeological  
report will follow………

Corsletts Farm Excavation 
by Vicky Lillywhite

Section Drawing on the last day

A Bayeux Tapestry
Dayschool, February

by Ruth Milan
Having found my way to HDAG in a round-
about route, and knowing very little about
the practice of archaeology, I was delighted
to receive such a very friendly welcome
when I attended my first meeting – the
study day on the Bayeux Tapestry, held in
February at the Easted Barn, Southwater.

Not exactly archaeology, I thought,
pleased that the focus of HDAG is so
broad. In fact it was one of the most 
entertaining and enlightening Saturdays I
have ever spent in study!

The lecturer, archaeologist Simon
Stevens, led us along the entire length of
the 70m of wool embroidered on linen with
the aid of a superb slide show, illuminating
and clarifying the events and the 
characters depicted with admirable depth
of knowledge and enormous good humour.
His enthusiasm was infectious, and his 
attention to the little details was tireless.

We learnt that the work was commis-
sioned by Odo, half brother to William the
Bastard or, as we on this side of the Chan-
nel might call him, the Conquering Bastard!
Its role is to remind those of us who might

prefer to overlook the fact, that the Eng-
lish crown was William’s by right, being
the chosen heir of Edward the Confessor.
The latter is shown as a wise, kindly old
man, whereas his brother-in-law, the
grasping Harold, who had promised to
carry out the old King’s wishes, is an 
obvious villain with an ill-tempered scowl.

Simon showed how to distinguish 
English from Norman knights, the likely
truth behind Harold’s eyeful of arrow,
translated the Latin commentary for us,
and welcomed our questions. We 
admired the artistry of the buildings and
galloping horses, the symbolism of the
swords and figures detailed in the lower
pane, and giggled at the naughty bits.

This year is the 950th anniversary of
the Battle of Hastings and at the Chateau
de Falaise In Normandy in mid-August
Duke William’s army will ride out again,
together with jugglers, jesters and
knights, at a medieval Fete des
Jeux. Hopefully, this time the army will
stay on their own side of the Channel! 



Some of you may have attended my talk in April where I presented some of
my research into the Hillforts of Bigbury and Oldbury in Kent. I have written a
short summary for this newsletter and I am happy to supply more information
for those that may be interested.
Bigbury is a promontory Hillfort which hugs the 70m contour of a ridge of

high ground running east west (fig. 1).  It probably started as a simple cross
ridge dyke which isolated the end of the ridge.  This dyke is still visible and
can be seen in the LiDAR image in fig. 1. Significantly, there is excellent 
visibility to the southeast where the River Stour flows.  This would have been
a major `navigation and communication route and a critical point to control.
Bigbury also straddles the Pilgrims Way, which runs along an ancient trackway
suggesting that the movement of trade and people would also have been 
regulated.
Bigbury was first brought to the attention of antiquarians during the latter

part of the 19th century when a large iron hoard was found during gravel 
extraction at the site. These included numerous agricultural implements and
also various chariot fittings. Perhaps one of the most evocative finds
was the recovery of several metres of slave chains and shackles 
(fig. 2).  According to Strabo writing around the turn of the millennium
one of the exports that Britain was known for was slaves along with
hides and dogs. It would not be farfetched to suggest that the shackles
found at Bigbury were part of that trade. 
Bigbury has a growing following that link the monument with the

second invasion by Caesar in 54BC, in his book on the Gallic Wars, 
Caesar writes the following passage:
‘We marched by night for about 12 miles before coming in sight of

the enemy forces.  They had moved with their cavalry and chariots
down from the higher ground to a river and were trying to stop our
progress and engage us in battle. When our cavalry drove them back
they hid in the woods where they enjoyed a position of extremely good 
natural and manmade defences. It was clear that they had prepared it
previously for some war amongst themselves, because many trees had
been cut down and used to block all the entrances to it.’ (Caesar, 
Wiseman and Wiseman 1980)
Oldbury is a very large earth works covering an area of 50ha and a

perimeter of nearly 4km and its form is largely dictated by the topography of the Greensand ridge that it occupies. There have been two 
significant excavations on the site Ward-Perkins in 1938 and F.H.Thompson 1983-4 both of which concentrated on the ramparts and entrances.
Ward-Perkins suggested a two phased construction with the first phase at the start of the 1st century AD and the second refortification phase
at the time of the Claudian invasion of 43AD. 
Thompson, with probably the benefit of a much improved knowledge of the dating of pottery, suggested a construction around 100BC -

50BC.  The later pottery which Ward-Perkins found, Thompson suggested, was largely Roman and was deposited during quarrying for stone
at the north east gate sometime after the fort was abandoned.
As the interior is a protected area, my research was limited to non-invasive techniques and geophysics was really the only option.  As can be
seen from fig. 3 this is a large area as is illustrated by the outline of Canterbury Cathedral dropped into the interior of the Hillfort.  The main
magnetic survey was complemented with resistance survey on targeted areas of interest and as can be seen in fig. 4, several anomalies were

identified. The geology
and agricultural activity
made it difficult to see
already ephemeral 
prehistoric archaeology
clearly but some 
features were identified.
Only excavation will
identify them for certain
but it is likely that 
several are of an Iron
Age date and indicate
that settlement in the
fort was perhaps less
sparse than the current
thinking.

The Hillforts of Bigbury and Oldbury – recent investigations
by Andy Bates



An HDAG walk around
the Bronze Age (BA)
mounds at Lord’s Piece
in January was 
organised to see if the
they were still visible
and worth surveying to
provide practice with the
new total station TeSs).

Where the name 
derives from is 
uncertain but Lord’s Piece is a small area of beautiful sandy heath-
land next to Sutton Common, near Fittleworth, West Sussex. This
type of sandy heathland is a favoured geology for Bronze Age 
settlement and this area has plenty of chert (flint-like material) 
suitable for making tools although we did not find any on the day.
Within the few acres of this conservation area there are at least
five BA bowl barrows – a linear group of three and a pair (one
large, one small) on a ridge to the south. 

Also visible are a number of stone boundary markers criss-
crossing the heathland but these harder to date.

Round barrows are a type of funerary monument (although not
all contain cremations or burials). They come in various forms and
bowl barrows (like an upturned bowl) are one of the most 
numerous Other types include: ring, bell and disk barrows. Some
have an encircling ditch and most are scheduled monuments, 
protecting them from interference. 

Among the many hills and dips of the common, these mounds
were initially quite difficult to pick out but listings on the HER
helped to locate them. They ranged in size from about 26m across
and 2m high to only 4m across and 0.5m high. Some have a 
hollow centre which suggests they were partially excavated at
some point in time. Some had ring ditches also since infilled. 

Written reports on the barrows are difficult to come by. Their
presence was remarked upon by Holden, E W, in Sussex Notes
and Queries, Vol. 15, (1958). Grinsell also lists barrows in Sutton
(Grinsell, L.V. 1934, Sussex Archaeological Collections 75, 214-
275). Con Ainsworth also did some work in this area but no
records could be found. Research by Andy Bates revealed that the
barrows had been surveyed using geophysics for English Heritage
in 2010. 

In the final analysis, it was decided that the hilly nature of the
terrain would be difficult to survey and since geophysics had 
already been done HDAG, would look elsewhere for practice – but
It was a beautiful and interesting walk.

A visit to the burial mounds at 
Lord’s Piece, Fittleworth

by Sue Birks

AGM and Chesworth Farm report —by Jennie
The AGM this year was held on14 March at the Roffey Millenium Hall. It was well supported with 31 members and four guests 
attending. You should have all received the minutes by email, but should you wish to access them, they are on our web site
http://www.horshamarchaeology.webs.com. under news& reports/minutes.
After the carrying out of official business there was a break for refreshments,  then our guest speaker, Tim Thomas gave an 

informative talk on The History of Chesworth Farm.
Chesworth Farm is a 90 acre site owned and managed by Horsham District Council, it is a peaceful wildlife haven, bordered by the

River Arun and has Royal connections in the neighbouring Chesworth House.
The flora and fauna is very diverse and well illustrated with an accompanying visual presentation. Tim also mapped out some 

interesting potential survey plans for the future.
Due to the interest raised by this talk HDAG arranged a walk around this site on 13 July at 6.30pm. Please get in touch with HDAG

asap if you would like to come.

Some HDAG members were involved in the
Worthing Archaeological Society (WAS)
project on the Norfolk Estate in woodland
just west of Arundel. Within this area are
West and East elements of a large
enclosure complex, dating probably from the
Late Iron Age to early Roman period.

Recent LiDAR (Light Detection & Ranging)
has enhanced previous survey work 
identifying unrecorded earthworks leading
off the East enclosure.

Permission was obtained from the
landowners to carry out further investigation
and two trenches were located over the
earthworks identified. In one trench, scant
pottery indicated this enclosure was
strangely abandoned during the third 
quarter of the first Century AD, unlike the 
Scheduled Ancient Monument of the 
Western Enclosure which continued in use
until first quarter of the third Century AD.

The other trench was more difficult to 
interpret with lots of mixed up worked flints
over a layer of natural flint, probably de-
posited naturally. Further evaluation will take
place in August so hopefully we can return
and find out more.

Gobblestubbs Copse 
by Jennie

The excavated enclosure ditch



Steyning was a minster town probably in the 7th century, an Alfredan estate in the 9th, and by 1066 was a
borough with its own port and one of the foremost urban settlements in Sussex. After the Conquest it 
suffered at the hands of the de Braose family as they promoted their rival settlement across the river at 
Bramber. The present town plan suggests two planned settlements, thought to be 12th/13th century, based
on the High Street and Church Street.
There have been a number of mainly developer funded excavations which have located Middle – Late

Saxon activity centred on the present parish church, probably itself on the site of the Saxon minster. The
aim of the test-pitting programme was to assess the 
extent of the early occupation area and to obtain dating evidence for the development of the two planned
settlements.
So far we have defined southern and eastern, and to some extent the northern boundaries of the early

settlement around the church, the library, Steyning Museum, Saxon Cottage and the modern grammar
school buildings. However, one surprising finding has been that test pits in the area thought to represent
the 11th century de Braose holdings in Steyning, largely based on their voting in Bramber in the 19th 
century, have produced pottery no earlier than the standing buildings – late 15th century.
Also a little surprising is the finding of an appreciable amount of Medieval pottery, late 13th – 15th 

centuries, in a garden in the southern corner of the junction between the High Street and Sheepen Lane,
outside the proposed limits of the High Street planned settlement. However, the cross-roads would have
provided its own economic opportunities and may have encouraged activity outside the theoretical bounds
of the borough.
A well-known aspect of archaeology is that the most interesting finds appear late on the last day of exca-

vation.  A test pit west of the church and very low-lying beside a small steam now running in a culvert had
produced very little and we were about 1m down under 70cm unproductive silt from flooding episodes. I
asked Brian Tait to put a small sondage in the corner just to see if we were near ‘natural’ and as the spade
went in we heard a crunching sound which could only mean a broken pot sherd. Sure enough one piece
came up and some rather more gentle
spade work recovered several more
sherds together with whole, large oys-
ter shells.  I haven’t shown them to an
expert yet but suspect they are Arun
Valley ware and that we had just cut
into the top of a pit.  What on earth
was happening  on such low lying
land?  Surely not settlement – 
possibly an industrial site?
As always with this type of exercise

thanks are due to all those in Steyning
who allowed us to wreck their lawns
and even sometimes fed us home-
made cake, as well as all those who
helped with the excavation.

Test-pitting in Steyning —by Judie English

The Nautical Archaeology Society talk by Ian Barefoot 
Report by Robert Givens

Monday January 18th 2016 at the Tythe Barn, Pondtail Road, Horsham, saw us all gathered to listen to our guest speaker Ian
Barefoot, an archaeologist who is a member of the Nautical Archaeology Society (NAS) which is a non-government organisation
whose aims are to further interest in the UK’s maritime under-water cultural heritage. 

Ian firstly pointed out the workings of the Society, its aims and visions in bringing to the general public a greater awareness of
the wonderful history and archaeology that is to be found on and within the silts of the seabed, some of which dates from the
Mesolithic ere prior to the rise of sea levels some 9600 BC. He also talked about nautical finds such as the famous Dover boat. 

Ian then went on to talk about his experiences within the NAS, firstly as a struggling mature student at Southampton 
University and then as a staff member of the NAS. Finally he explained about how we, as interested members of the public
could participate in the various courses and study days ,both on land and sea, run by the NAS at its base in Fort Cumberland,
Portsmouth. 

I found the talk very interesting and informative, I was not aware of the extent of the organisation and the events that it had
taken part in. I would like to offer a big thank you to Ian for an interesting and detailed talk. There were numerous questions
from the floor, showing the level of interest in the work of the NAS. (www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org)



,

In March, Vicky and Jennie attended one of the pottery workshops being run by
the CBA in its Spring programme. 
The lecturer was Louise Rayner from Archaeology South East (ASE), and the

aim of the course was to provide an overview of the main Romano-British (RB)
pottery  industries located in Sussex, Kent, Surrey, as well as other key industries
that supplied pottery to those regions. 
The course also introduced the methodology by which RB pottery should be

recorded as standard, using the Museum of London classification codes. it also
covered the study and identification resources that are available.
As Kellie mentions in her report opposite, ASE are currently assisting HDAG

with identification of some of the pottery from recent excavations at HDAG’s
Roman site, examples of some of our finds were used during the course to demon-
strate the quality and variety of Wiggonholt material. 

HDAG has now begun monthly finds recording sessions to catalogue its pottery
finds using the recording methodology that we had learnt at this session. Those 
interested to join in future pottery finds sessions should look out for further 
announcements on the website or contact HDAG direct. 

CBA South–East Romano-British 
Pottery Workshop and HDAG pottery

processing sessions — by Vicky Back in January, on a very wet and windy
day, HDAG was kindly invited by Anna 
Doherty and Louise Rayner, two Roman 
pottery experts from Archaeology South East
(ASE), to visit their premises in Portslade with
our collection of pottery finds from the 
excavation on our ‘Roman site’ in 2014. 

As some of you may know or have already
seen the pottery finds from this dig, it con-
tained some very significant and rare vessels
and our visit was an opportunity to have the
collection assessed and to discuss the 
origins and nature of the pottery. 

The majority of the assemblage seems to
be made from clay sourced at Wiggonholt but
the vessel types are not typical of those
made there; which poses the question, were
the vessels actually produced locally at near
the site. Field walking and previous finds sug-
gest there may have been pottery production
at in the locality and perhaps we may have
even excavated a storage area for a kiln. 

Our visit to Portslade was very interesting
and threw up many more questions about
local and pottery production in the South East
in general. Huge efforts are being made to
identify kiln sites and vessel types in the re-
gion, as very little work of this nature has
ever been done in Sussex, in the hope that
an up to date data base can be used for 
future reference. 

The pottery collection is still with Anna and
Louise, who were thrilled to have the opportu-
nity to study it at length, as we were to have
their skilled assessment and valuable 
experience to hand. 

Visit to ASE Portslade
— by Kellie Mills

Left: Identifying different
pottery vessel forms
Below: Keith, Amos and Peter
help with pottery identification

In April, several members from HDAG attended Sussex 
Archaeology Society conference on Roman roadside 
settlements. Having a settlement on our patch, this was a chance
to find out more from the experts. It was a very full day and very
well organised, well worth attending.

The speakers gave presentations on topics which varied from
'vici between the Meuse and Rhine' to road settlements in Surrey
and Sussex and specifically Bridge Farm near Lewes.

It raised lots of questions about our Roman site and also 
provided answers to others. 

The delegate handbook is well worth reading and should 
anybody like to do so, I am happy to lend my copy.

Roadside Settlements in Roman
Britain and beyond – by Jennie



In our previous newsletter (Jul-Dec 2015) Peter Hardy explained the changes made last year to the provision
of archaeological advice to planning authorities in West Sussex, our concerns about the possible impact on
our local heritage and what we were doing to monitor the new arrangements. Peter continues to put in many
hours a month checking Horsham District planning applications. This is quite a task for one volunteer in his
spare time and it would help greatly if more people could be aware and keep an eye on what is going on in
their own neighbourhoods. Some local developments (such as those at Pease Pottage) fall within the 
boundaries of Mid Sussex planning authority and others are controlled by Crawley District. We do not have
the resource to monitor all planning applications within these areas but have already acted on one occasion
where things might have gone awry. 

With the aim of spreading our network further, Joan Francis and I gave a 20 minute presentation on the
potential impact of planning applications on heritage to a meeting of the Horsham Association of Local 
Councils, which was held at Barns Green village hall on 25th April. This was attended by 20 Parish Councillors
representing 16 different Parishes from across a wide area of Horsham District. Our presentation sought to 
remind them first about the great variety of archaeology from all periods already known about in Sussex but
also the fact that new discoveries are constantly being made which add significantly to our archaeological
knowledge. We stressed the importance of ensuring that new findings be recorded on the Historic Environment
Record (HER), thus enhancing this invaluable resource and increasing its effectiveness in informing 
future planning decisions. We discussed how organisations and individuals could best work together to ensure
the future protection of our heritage, which is a great asset to us all. The presentation was well received and
the attendees took with them handouts we had produced as a reminder of the information given.

Our presentation reached a
new audience on 25th May, when
Robert Givens, Joan and I 
attended the Crawley Heritage
Open Day at Worth Park Visitor
Centre which was hosted by 
Edwina Livesey and chaired by
Helen Poole, curator of Crawley
Museum. We were treated to an
account of the origins of Crawley
Museum plus the schedule for the
opening of the new one, more on
the Montefiore family, a Victorian
costume project, and the field-
walking finds from Toovies Farm
(Forge Wood proposed 
development). 

County Archaeologist John Mills
was a hard act to follow with his
fascinating account of the archaeology discovered in and around Crawley. We sought to show how this slotted
into the wider picture of archaeology within Sussex, and how people can help to protect and record it, especially
in the face of ongoing pressure from development. This “can do” theme was further explored during the ensuing
lively discussion. We explained that because Crawley (currently) doesn’t have an archaeology group, HDAG
does its best to plug the gap in the meantime. More on this event can be seen on the Worth Park Facebook
page at https://www.facebook.com/worthparkcrawley/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1198053830214277 
(ignore the fact that my name is wrong!)

In between these two events, on 3rd May Rachel Salter, the HER officer for West Sussex came to talk to
committee members about the HER, which gave us a more detailed insight into how this operates and its 
connection with the national Heritage Gateway portal. We had a very useful discussion as to how we as an 
organisation or interested individuals can make use of this wonderful and, to us, freely accessible resource
and how we can also help to enhance it. 

Rachel has already asked for help from anyone interested in updating the records of war 
memorials (see HDAG website). You may also be aware that she has kindly agreed to come back on 5th 
September to give a further talk on the HER to all, at  an HDAG organised event. 

With that in mind, do publicise this event to as many people as possible and, if you would like more inform-
ation or know of any organisations or events which might also benefit from the presentations we have already
produced, do get in touch. And please keep an eye on planning applications in your own area – upcoming
ones should be notified by your own Parish Councils. 

Protecting our Local Archaeological Heritage —by Elizabeth Rice


